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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to Amdt. filed 7/6/04 and Telephone Interview 8/26/04 . 

2. 13 The allowed claim(s) is/are 1.3. 7.8, 12.13. 15, 1 7 and 19-21 . 

3. S The drawings filed on 23 June 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Walter L. Beavers on Thursday, August 26, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
Canceled claims 4, 5, 6, 9, 11, 14, 16, and 18. 

Claim 1. A bait station comprising: a horizontal pest channel, a vertical bait tube, said 
pest channel affixed to said bait tube and in fluid communication therewith, a flexible 
planar shroud, said shroud defining a central opening therein, said bait tube positioned 
in said shroud opening for covering the pest channel , an anchor, first and second 
anchor guides attached to said bait tube, said second anchor guide attached to said bait 
tube below said first anchor guide, said first and second anchor guides aligned along 
said bait tube for maintaining a common anchor, each of said first and second anchor 
guides comprises an eve bolt, said anchor slideable within said eve bolts, whereby said 
shroud can be hidden with ground cover to camouflage said bait station while said bait 
tube remains readily accessible and is stabilized while said pest channel remains 
negotiable to a pest. 
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Claim 7, line 1 , replaced "4" with -1 -. 
Claim 12, line 1, replaced "9" with --1-. 

Claim 19. A method to eradicate yard pests using an inverted t-shaped bait station 
comprising a substantially vertical bait tube with a removable cap, the bait tube normally 
intersecting a pest channel and in fluid communication therewith, a flexible planar 
shroud with a central opening for receiving the bait tube so the shroud substantially 
covers the pest channel, a pair of anchor guides affixed to the bait tube along its length 
and which are aligned with each other and are parallel to a its vertical axis of the bait 
tube , an anchor that slideably passes through the pair of anchor guides for securing the 
bait station to the ground and maintaining a desired orientation, the method comprising 
the steps of: 

a) placing the bait station on the ground whereby the pest channel contacts 
the ground surface and the bait tube is normal to the ground near a known pest burrow; 

b) adjusting the ao angle of the bait tube with respect to the ground surface 
to achieve the desired orientation; 

c) placing the anchor through the anchor guides and contacting the ground 
therewith; 

d) placing the shroud opening over the bait tube so the pest channel is 
completely covered with the shroud; 

e) concealing the shroud with ground cover; and 

f) baiting the bait station. 
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Claim 20, line 4, replaced "therein" with -in the bait tube-. 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

In regard to claim 1 , the prior art of record does not disclose the bait station 

comprising each of the first and second anchor guides comprising eye bolts. 

In regard to claim 19, the prior art of record does not disclose a method to 

eradicate yard pests using an inverted t-shaped bait station, the method comprising the 

steps of: placing the anchor through the anchor guides and contacting the ground 

therewith : and concealing the shroud with ground cover 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 

than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 

accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 

Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 
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Art Unit: 3643 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Darren W. Ark whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3733. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th, 8:00am-6:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Peter M. Poon can be reached on (703) 308-2574. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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